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Every minute of every day emergency responders across Wisconsin work tirelessly to help save lives at the 

scene of traffic incidents. Across the country, every year, hundreds of emergency responders representing 

fire, law enforcement, emergency medical services, towing, highway and transportation agencies are struck 

and either injured or killed while responding. So far in 2021, one emergency responder dies every 6.5 days 

while assisting disabled vehicles, traffic crashes and debris removal.  

 

WisDOT works every day with partners, including firefighters, emergency medical services, law 

enforcement, towing and recovery, public works/highway departments, and safety service patrols. 

Collectively, traffic incident responders work to assist road users in need, applying well-rehearsed TIM procedures to provide 

emergency traffic control and quickly clear incidents from roadways. This week and throughout the year, we aim to strengthen 

awareness of these heroes and do our best to ensure they return home safely to their families each day. With each response by 

our first responders, we may spend minutes or hours roadside, listening to and even feeling the rush of cars passing by. This 

week, Crash Responder Safety Week, is a powerful reminder of the dangerous work our first responders and highway workers 

skillfully perform every day.  

Thank you for continuing to serve...stay safe,  Mike 
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MICHAEL JUNGBLUTH 

ETO/TIME Program Manager 

http://www.wisconsindot.gov/time
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Every year, an average of 136,000 traffic crashes happen throughout the State of Wisconsin. Many of these crashes create a need 

for emergency response because of property damages or urgent medical needs. 

 

Governor Tony Evers proclaimed November 8-14, 2021 as Crash Responder Safety Week. The Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation (WisDOT) joins other organizations in a nationwide effort to raise awareness about the important, dangerous job of 

crash response. 
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